
Race in American Institutions and Culture  

On June 29, 2023, in a 6-3 vote, the Supreme Court effectively ended the practice of 

affirmative action in college admissions.1 In the majority opinion, Chief Justice John Roberts 

wrote that, “eliminating racial discrimination means eliminating all of it.”2 His assertion implies 

that the consideration of race in admissions, i.e. taking a race sensitive approach to promote 

diversity and offset often discriminatory practices like legacy admissions,3 inherently 

discriminates against other races, namely white and Asian Americans.4 Chief Justice Roberts 

maintained that the ruling does not prevent applicants from discussing how race has affected 

them but prevents schools that receive federal funding from using race as a factor for admissions. 

Justice Clarence Thomas summed up Chief Justice Robert’s opinion by claiming the United 

States has a “color-blind Constitution.”5  

The concept of racial colorblindness in a legal setting was first established in the 

Supreme Court ruling Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) when the lone dissenter, Justice John Marshall 

Harlan, claimed that “our constitution is color-blind”6 meaning everyone is considered equal. 

Justice Harlan’s words were meant to convey a race-conscious7 approach to policy intended to 

promote equity. Racial colorblindness is the idea that to prevent bias, one's race should not be 

considered or, in some cases, noticed. 8 However, race is embedded in numerous political and 

social institutions throughout the United States, including education, medicine, the workforce, 

and environmental policy, complicating the view that to avoid bias one can simply ignore race. 

Another facet of race embedded in cultural institutions is the historical and contemporary 

foundation and promotion of segregation and white supremacist ideology in Christian churches 

since the19th century, including with the founding of the Ku Klux Klan.9  In the face of the 

country's racial failures following the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and now, with the 

regularity of police brutality and the rise of hate crimes following the 2016 election, the United 

States, Dr. Eddie Glaude Jr. argues, needs a reckoning. 

Throughout history, scholars and authors have embedded racial concepts and ideas into 

their work. Dr. Eddie Glaude contextualizes James Baldwin’s writing and centers it within our 
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own contemporary time. Through literary and moral studies, the United States' lie of purity and 

its value gap are brought to light. Acknowledging and learning from the morals of history and 

framing a future, not despite, but because of, the past, places a “moral weight” on the country’s 

stories.10 Drawing on lessons and knowledge from authors such as Baldwin is drawing on 

authors as witnesses to injustice and inequality, guiding us on a path towards reckoning.11 
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